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Lucrare de referinţă în domeniu, cartea „INTERNATIONAL   HUMANITARIAN   LAW: CONTEMPORARY GUIDELINES; English-French-German-Italian &  Romanian DICTIONARY”, scrisă în limba engleză, cuprinde o evaluare cibernetică a stărilor conflictuale contemporane, liniile directoare ale Uniunii Europene în domeniu, standardul Nato privind pregătirea de specialitate şi un dicţionar polyglot englez-francez-german-italian-român, cu definirea termenilor în limba engleză.
 
 
 
 
 
 
I. Introduction
The International humanitarian law (IHL), also known as the laws of war, the laws and customs of war, the law of armed conflict (LOAC), the International Law of War and “ius in bello”, applies to all armed conflicts, whether lawful or not.
It makes an effort to balance humanitarian and military interests. If total war and complete annihilation of the opponent is to be prevented, the parties to a conflict must not be left free to wage war by all the means and methods at their disposal. IHL is not only addressed to States, it also contains numerous provisions that must be complied with by individuals (including civilians).
In addition to Customary international law, the main sources of IHL are the universally ratified Geneva Conventions of 1949, their three Additional Protocols of 1977 and 2005, the Hague Regulation of 1907 (Hague Convention), together with various other Conventions prohibiting or restricting the use of specific weapons.
The legal corpus, „comprised of the Geneva Conventions and the Hague Conventions, as well as subsequent treaties, case law, and customary international law„(ICRC), defines the conduct and the responsibilities of beligerent nations, neutral nations and individuals engaged in warfare, in relation to each other and to protected persons, usually meaning civilians. Therefore, the International humanitarian law is part of international law which applies to armed conflicts, including a set of rules which seek, for humanitarian reasons, to limit the effects of armed conflict. It protects persons who are not or are no longer participating in the hostilities and restricts the means and methods of warfare. Its rules are mandatory for nations bound by the appropriate treaties. There are also other customary unwritten rules of war. By extension, they also define both the permissive rights of these powers as well as prohibitions on their conduct when dealing with irregular forces and non-signatories.
Most of the provisions of the Geneva Conventions, their Additional Protocols, or other provisions on the conduct of hostilities have become part of customary international law.
Thus, International Humanitarian Law (IHL) encompasses both humanitarian principles and international treaties providing a framework of protection that seek to save lives and alleviate suffering of combatants and noncombatants during armed conflicts, that are a daily reality for millions of people.
 
 
2. The  book
The International Humanitarian Law (IHL) forms an integral part of the international judicial system. As such, the laws and customs of war, like all rules of law, must be strictly respected so as to ensure a more cohesive and functional international community. However, this body of law is not an instrument reserved solely for legal specialists, for it is at the very core of armed conflict, meaning life, suffering and death. In order to ensure greater protection for the victims of armed conflict – who increasingly comprise the civilian population – combatants, public officials and the population in its entirety must all have a better knowledge of IHL.
The publication of this book meets the task of great importance mandated by the ICRC to promote the understanding and dissemination of IHL. According to the ICRC, the teaching of IHL in the academic world best fulfills the obligation of States “in a time of peace and in a time of armed conflict […] to encourage the study thereof by the civilian population”[1]. The ICRC also believes that it is indispensable to teach IHL “preventively” to the political elite and to the decision makers of the future: university students.
Academic communities, and particularly higher education institutions, play an integral role in this because they are the milieu within which future political leaders and government officials often receive their academic training. It is important that such institutions familiarize their students with the laws and customs of war. A number of parties to conflicts and other actors, including the United Nations Security Council, increasingly refer to IHL. However, despite considerable improvement in recent years and the increasing number of situations to which IHL applies, the teaching of this particular body of international law is not sufficiently widespread. In universities – whether as a specific course or within the general framework of other courses, including law, political science, history, or journalism – the teaching of IHL remains exceptional. This lacuna is perhaps due also to a lack of educational materials that could be of interest to both teachers and students alike.
This book provides university professors, practioners and students with comprehensive contemporary guidelines, evaluations and many hundreds of conceptual terms on IHL – explained in English and translated in French, German, Italian and Romanian. It would also be useful for studies in journalism, political science and the teaching of IHL within the context of more general courses on international law, such as international human rights law.
The methodology of the book is based on one of the fundamental principles of the ICRC: neutrality. This methodology should appeal to universities and foster the teaching of and research in IHL. Ultimately, the hope is that it will also contribute to a greater respect for the laws and customs of war.
The book is divided in two main parts:
1) Contemporay guidelines, including:
· Introduction;
· Humanitarian evaluations on the contemporary armed conflicts;
· European Union guidelines on promoting compliance with international humanitarian law;
· NATO Standardization Agreement (STANAG) No 2449 (Edition 1): Trainig in the law of armed conflict (LOAC).
2) English-French-German-Italian & Romanian IHL Dictionary, with the conceptual terminology explained in English. There is also an Index for dictionary’s english terms.
The book contains a detailed table of contents, a table of abbreviations and a list of references.
In finding information with regards to a specific topic, the reader can refer to the table of contents and to the index.
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